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A Word  from  J.D.C. 
Chairman 


SIMON  J.  RITT 

Owing  to  the  vast  importance  of  the 
J.D.C-  work  in  this  critical  period  and  the 
neea  of  immediale  ass  stance  for  our  suf- 
fering brethren  all  over  the  world,  I hope 
that  every  Jew  and  Jewess  in  Ottawa  will 
give  their  maximum  support  to  this  noble 
cause.  The  J-D.C-  is  the  only  agency  that 
is  in  a position  to  distribute  help  wherever 
it  is  most  essential,  and  therefore  every 
contribution,  big  or  small,  will  aid  in  sav- 
ing lives-  All  that  I ask  is  that  each  person 
make  a genuine  sacrifice  in  behalf  of  his 
afflicted  fellow  Jews- 

The  great  honor  that  has  come  to  our 
community  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Morris 
Troper  should  warrant  the  presence  of 
every  conscientious  Jew  at  the  dinner  Sun- 
day night — Simon  |.  Ritt. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

The  supreme  sacrifice  for  King  and 
Country  has  been  made  by: 

SCT  HAROLD  CLATT. 

May.  1941. 

SCT  PILOT  HERBERT  WOLF. 
December,  1 941 . 


United  Synagogues 
Present  12  Mobile 
Kitchens 

On  Monday,  January  12th  the  United 
Synagogues’  War  Services  Fund  presented 
Hon-  J.  T.  Thorson,  Minister  of  National 
War  Services,  with  a cheque  to  purchase 
twelve  mobile  kitchens  for  the  people  in 
England.  The  cheque  represented  the  re- 
sults cf  a spontaneous  gift  made  througn 
individual  pledges  in  the  local  synagogues 
last  Yom  Kippur,  as  an  expression  of  “ ad- 
miration for  those  in  the  Mother  Country 
who  have  written,  and  are  continuing  to 
write,  the  most  glorious  epic  of  civilian 
heroism  in  the  history  of  the  human  race." 

The  committee  that  made  the  presenta- 
tion consisted  of  Rabbi  Oscar  Z.  Fasman, 
Magistrate  A.  H-  Lieff,  Mr.  Thomas  Sachs, 
and  Mr.  M.  R.  Freedman. 

In  acknowledging  the  gift  Mr-  Thorson 
made  the  following  statement: 

"The  work  of  an  organ, zation  such  as 
yours  indicates  the  contribution  which  ever/ 
race  of  every  origin  ana  of  every  creed  in 
this  country  is  making  to  the  great  cause  of 
liberty.  The  Jewish  people  of  Canada  have 
made  a very  noteworthy  contribution  to 
the  war  effort,  both  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  their  sons  have  enlisted  and  in  re- 
spect to  various  other  activities-  On  behaif 
of  the  Government,  I should  like  to  thank 
your  organization  and  your  people.” 

♦ 

M.  Loeb  Re-elected 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Ottawa 
Talmua  Torah  Board  Mr.  M.  Loeb  was  re- 
elected chairman  for  1942.  The  other  of- 
ficers are  as  follows:  Honourary  Chairman, 
A.  ).  Freiman;  Honourary  Vice-Chairman, 
C.  Caplan;  Director  of  Education,  Rabbi 
Oscar  Z.  Fasman;  Vice'Chairman  and  Chair- 
man of  Finance,  M.  Zagerman;  Treasurer, 
A-  Shaffer;  Secretary,  A.  Cohen;  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Eoucation,  Rev.  J.  Robin; 
Chairman.  House  Committee,  D.  Epstein. 
♦ 

Overseas  List 

The  list  of  Ottawa  men  overseas  now  in- 
clude the  names  of  Allan  Kapinsky  and  Hy- 
man Smith. 


Morris  C Troper 
Speaks  Sunday  Night 


MORRIS  C.  TROPER 


Morris  C.  Troper,  B.A-,  M.Sc-,  J.D.. 
Chairman  of  the  European  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  American  Joint  Distribution  Com- 
mittee, who  returned  recently  to  New  York 
from  Europe,  where  he  has  directed  relief 
activities  among  war  sufferers  and  refugees 
for  the  last  three  years,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  annual  J-D.C-  dinner,  to  be 
held  in  the  Talmud  Torah  Hall  on  Sunday 
evening,  February  1 . 

Mr.  Troper  was  for  many  years  president 
of  the  New  York  State  Society  of  Certified 
Public  Accountants,  but  in  1938  his  firm 
granted  him  a leave  of  absence  to  take 
charge  of  the  European  activities  of  the 
J-D-C.  During  these  last  years  he  was  in 
the  midst  of  many  critical  situations  over- 
seas. He  was  in  Berlin  on  November  10. 
1938  when  the  most  violent  antisemihe 
pogroms  of  the  Nazis  took  place;  in  Rome, 
the  day  before  Italy  entered  the  war;  in 
Paris,  until  the  day  before  German  troops 
entered  the  city,  and  he  was  thus  unex- 
pectedly thrown  in  with  the  throngs  of 
war  refugees  who  rushed  southward  to 
Bordeaux  and  Lisbon.  In  the  latter  city  the 
official  Jewish  headquarters  of  J.D-C.  were 
finally  set  up.  In  1939,  in  recognition  of 

(Concluded  on  Page  Three) 
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The  Problem  of  Jewish  Relief 

With  the  problem  of  unemployment  practically 

solved  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  most  of  the  com- 

munities in  the  United  States  and  Canada  have  been 
able  steadily  to  reduce  their  relief  budgets.  Fewer  and 
fewer  are  the  families  that  must  appeal  to  charity  or- 
ganizations for  their  subsistence.  In  contrast  to  this 
improvement  there  stands  the  stark  tragedy  of  the  .mil- 
lions upon  millions  in  far  lands  who  face  starvation  and 
death,  and  who,  for  the  most  part,  cannot  be  reached  by 
a helping  hand  from  the  free  countries.  A place  of 
special  suffering  is  reserved  among  them  for  our  Jewish 
brothers. 

In  a manner  that  is  unquestionably  amazing  the 
Joint  Distribution  Committee  is  nevertheless  succeed- 
ing, in  conjunction  with  the  officials  of  the  free  and  of 
the  neutral  countries  of  the  world,  in  bringing  succour 
to  countless  thousands  of  the  afflicted,  until  this  great 
organization  stands  second  only  to  the  International 
Red  Cross  in  the  record  of  its  achievements  all  over  the 
world.  The  State  Department  of  the  United  States 
Government  keeps  constantly  in  touch  with  the  directors 
of  the  J.D.C.  to  aid  them  in  rendering  assistance  without 
helping  any  unfriendly  power  by  a single  penny.  They 
have  proceeded  magnificently  to  conduct  their  work  in 
consonance  with  this  double  obligation  of  rendering 
relief  without  injury  to  the  political  interests  of  de- 
mocracy. 

The  cause  has  not  been  served  without  great*  per- 
sonal heroism.  Still  in  doubt  is  the  fate  of  two  J.D.C. 
representatives  who  were  in  Shanghai  when  the  Japanese 
entered  the  war,  while  the  European  workers  have  made 
numerous  trips  by  air  from  this  continent  to  Lisbon.  (In- 
cidentally, that  city  has  figured  in  the  Jewish  news 
throughout  the  black  months  of  the  past  years  as  the 
port  of  exit  from  Europe  for  thousands  of  refugees  who 
were  aided  by  the  Joint,  and  who  in  many  instances  still 
turn  to  their  benefactor  for  the  means  of  becoming 
established  in  the  lands  of  their  dispersion.)  The  men 
who  are  in  charge  of  relief  committees  set  up  by  the 
Joint  all  over  Europe  continue  heroically,  in  the  face  of 
tremendous  difficulties,  to  do  the  most  good  with  the 
funds  still  at  their  disposal. 


Because  of  the  endless  requests  that  arrive  at  its 
offices  day  after  day,  the  J.D.C.  can  never  have  too 
much  money  in  its  treasury.  Who  can  envy  the  leaders 
who  have  to  decide  between  saving  these  lives  or  those 
due  to  the  impossibility  of  having  enough  money  for  sav- 
ing them  all?  The  least  that  we  can  do,  therefore,  is  to 
show  our  appreciation  for  the  magnitude  of  the  services 
and  the  fortitude  of  making  great  decisions  by  sharing 
what  we  have  with  those  who  have  nothing. 

Perhaps  it  is  proper  to  point  out  that  Jews  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  who  in  peaceful  times  sent  millions 
of  dollars  to  their  own  families  in  the  Old  Country,  but 
who  can  no  longer  do  anythng  by  direct  contact  with 
their  relatives,  ought  to  feel  conscious  of  their  sacred 
duty  to  channel  at  least  some  of  those  remittances  into 
the  hands  of  the  people  who  still  have  the  opportunity 
to  furnish  food  and  clothing  to  the  earth’s  unfortunate. 
Who  knows  but  that  the  cheque  one  makes  out  to  the 
J.  D.  C.  will  keep  alive  a sister  or  cousin  from  whom  he 
has  not  heard  for  three  years.  Not  very  long  ago  the 
newspapers  told  the  story  of  a man  who  was  walking 
through  a park,  when  the  shouts  of  children  on  the  edge 
of  a pond  attracted  his  notice.  Running  to  them,  he  was 
told  that,  a child  had  fallen  into  the  water,  and  he  quickly 
jumped  in  to  the  rescue.  Only  after  he  had  brought  the 
child  to  the  shore  did  he  realize  he  had  saved  his  own 
daughter.  It  is  readily  conceivable  that  the  beneficiary  of 
the  J.D.C.  will  prove  to  be  of  our  immediate  kin;  but 
it  is  a certainty,  in  any  event,  that  bringing  alleviation  to 
the  unprotected  brings  rich  moral  rewards  to  the  pro- 
tector. The  descendants  of  Abraham,  who  even  during 
his  illness  sat  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  in  order  to  wait  for 
travellers  in  need,  of  rest  and  nourishment,  can  be  at 
ease  in  their  heart,  only  when  they  have  fulfilled  their 
responsibilities  to  Zedakah. 

We  are  confident  that  next  Sunday  evening  the 
Jews  of  this  city  will  answer  the  J.D.C.  call  from  the 
depths  of  their  very  being. 


Rutenberg 

Another  leading  figure  in  modern  Zionism  was  lost 
to  Israel  when  Pinchas  Rutenberg  died  in  Palestine  on 
January  3rd.  A colorful  personality  with  explosive 
characteristics,  he  seized  upon  the  power  in  the  Jordan 
to  bring  light  to  the  settlers  of  the  Holy  Land.  In  the 
course  of  this  huge  constructive  endeavour  he  himself 
became  a more  sober,  stable  mentality,  and  the  Yishub 
looked  to  him  for  guidance  in  many  fields  besides  that 
of  his  profession.  We  should  like  to  believe  that  his 
struggle  to  introduce  co-operation  between  the  parties 
and  factions  in  Eretz  Israel  will  not  be  permitted  to  die 
with  him.  It  would  be  a tragic  reflection  upon  Jewish 
intelligence  were  the  conqueror  of  an  inanimate  stream 
to  fail  in  subduing  the  turbulent  waters  of  strife  between 
rational  beings.  The  electric  bulbs  in  Palestinian  homes 
have  been  called  by  eulogists  the  memorial  lamps  for 
Pinchas  Rutenburg;  it,  remains  for  us  to  erect  the  even 
more  vital  memorial  of  dynamic  Jewish  unity. 
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Thoughts  on 
Antisemitism 
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Remember  your 
Synagogue 

Encouraged  by  the  favourable  respon-ie 
to  an  item  in  a recent  issue  on  the  subject1 
of  Sefer  Torah  “Mantelach”,  the  Bulletin 
reminds  the  people  of  Ottawa  that  an  ap' 
prooriate  way  in  which  to  mark  a family 
occasion,  whether  of  joy  or  sadness,  is  to 
give  religious  books  to  the  synagogue-  Your 
congregation  may  need  a number  of 
T'hillim’s  or  a set  of  Mishnayes,  and  your 
Vice-President  will  help  you  with  sugges' 
tions, 

♦ 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  several  re- 
cent instances,  where  families  who  had 
serious  illness  requiring  blood  transfusions 
were  unable  to  pay  for  same,  valuable 
time  was  lost  in  finding  voluntary  donors 
of  the  right  type  of  blood,  Mr.  Joe  Barrett 
will  gladly  keep  a record  of  blood  types  in 
our  community.  In  particular,  the  many 
who  have  been  giving  their  blood  for  use 
in  Europe  through  the  Reo  Cross  are  asked 
to  leave  with  him  the  record  of  what  type 
blood  they  were  found  to  be- 

♦ 

Ontario  Marriage 
Laws 

Two  laws  of  the  Province  of  Ontario 
seem  to  escape  the  atttention  of  people  who 
come  here  from  another  province,  and  ex- 
pect to  be  married  by  the  Rabbi  at  an 
hours  notice-  The  first  is  that,  unless  at 
least  one  of  the  couple  is  a resioent  of 
Ontario,  they  must  obtain  a special  permit 
from  the  Assistant  Provincial  Secretary  in 
Toronto  at  an  additional  cost  of  $5.00-  The 
second  is  that  in  Ontario  three  days  must 
elapse  after  the  date  on  which  the  license 
is  issued  before  the  marriage  ceremony  can 
be  performed. 

If  you  know  of  friends  from  another 
province  who  are  planning  to  come  here  to 
be  married,  you  can  save  them  from  err 
countering  oif f icu I ties  and  disappointments 
by  letting  them  know  these  two  regula- 
tions. 


FOR  | 

D C DINNER  RESERVATIONS 

CALL 

\ MR 
l 

S.  SPEVAK  — 4-1916 

A native  of  Ottawa,  Dr.  David  W- 
Petegorsky,  recently  published  an  article  in 
“The  Antioch  Review”,  entitled,  “The 
Strategy  of  Hatred”,  in  which  he  argues 
that  the  cure  for  modern  antisemitism  re- 
quires that  the  forces  of  reaction  must  be 
overthrown-  The  following  are  significant 
excerpts  from  that  article: 

“But  what  lends  the  anti-Jewish  cam- 
paign its  vital  importance  today  is  the  fact 
hat  it  has  become  one  of  the  major  political 
techniques  of  the  twentieth  century;  and  it 
is  primarily  its  function  as  a tool  of  re" 
action  that  imparts  to  modern  antisemitism 
its  distinctive  and  dangerous  quality.” 

“But  neither  a revelation  of  the  sources 
and  origin  of  anti-semitic  propaganda  nor  a 
refutation  of  its  content,  I should  like  to 
suggest,  can  have  any  serious  effect  in 
countering  its  influence.” 

“Nor  can  a refutation  of  the  content  of 
antisemitic  propaganda  do  much  to  destroy 
or  to  minimize  its  effectiveness-  It  is  one 
of  the  most  fascinating  characteristics  of 
Nazi  antisemitism  that  its  claims  not  only 
rest  on  utter  falsification  of  fact  and  distor- 
tion of  history  but  are  self'contraoictory ; 
the  biological  inferiority  of  the  Jews,  for 
example,  and  the  degenerative  influence  of 
association  with  them  are  hardly  com- 
patible, even  in  fascist  logic,  with  the 
fantastic  world  power  the  Nazis  attribute 
to  them.  But  myths  or  social  legends,  as 
Sorel  pointed  out,  are  effective  social 
realities  only  to  the  degree  to  which  they 
are  removed  from  truth  or  fact.” 

“Any  effort,  therefore,  to  lessen  the 
effect  of  antisemitic  agitation  by  attacking 
its  truth  or  logic  ignores  the  fact  that  not 
those  attributes  but  the  psychological  and 
emotional  function  it  performs  have  made 
for  its  widespread  success.” 

“The  challenge  to  democracy  that  anti- 
semitism constitutes,  I therefore  subrrvt, 
can  be  intelligently  met  only  when  we  re" 
gard  it  as  a technique  of  reaction  that  is 
rooted  in  the  social  chaos  of  our  times- 
The  common  assumption  that  antisemitism 
is  primarily  a problem  for  Jews  and  men  of 
good  will  must  give  w a/  to  the  more 
realistic  recognition  that  it  is  the  vital  con- 
cern of  everyone  who  would  preserve  and 
exteno  the  freedoms  we  cherish.  If  anti- 
semitism strikes  at  the  Jew,  its  real  target 
is  the  democratic  way  of  life." 

♦ 

Blood  donors  for  war-wounded  are 
needed  at  once!  301  Metcalfe  Street. 


Judge  Asher  Inspires 
Listeners 

At  an  open  meeting  of  the  Bnai  Brith 
Lodge  held  at  the  Convention  Hall  of  the 
Chateau  Laurier,  Sunday,  January  18,  Judge 
Jacob  Asher,  president  of  Bnai  Brith  District 
No-  1,  delivered  an  inspiring  address  on 
the  work  of  Bnai  Brith  as  a service 
organization.  He  stressed  the  fact  that  the 
Bnai  Brith  encourages  its  members  to  be  ac- 
tive in  their  synagogues,  to  give  their 
children  a thorough  Jewish  education,  to 
help  organize  and  work  for  all  charitable 
campaigns  — Jewish  and  civic  alike  — 
and  abeve  all  to  give  their  best  efforts  to- 
wards the  patriotic  projects  that  are  re' 
quired  for  the  winning  of  the  war- 

♦ 

MORRIS  C.  TROPER  SPEAKS 
SUNDAY  NIGHT 

(Continued  from  Page  One) 
his  services  to  refugees  in  France,  Mr 
Troper  was  decorated  by  the  French  Legion 
of  Honor. 

An  internationally  famous  figure  in.  the 
wide  field  of  relief  work,  he  has  earned 
for  himslf  an  outstanding  reputation  as  an 
orator  whose  command  of  facts,  combined 
with  unique  gifts  of  public  speaking,  has 
held  one  audience  after  another  spellbound- 

J.DC.  DINNER 

Tickets  for  the  J.D.C-  Dinner  may  be 
procured  from  Mr.  S.  Spevak,  phone 
4-1916  and  all  who  are  interested  are  re' 
minded  that  the  seating  capacity  of  the 
Talmud  Torah  Hall  is  limited  so  that 
reservations  must  be  made  immediately- 
The  public  is  advised  that  whoever  is  un‘ 
able  to  attend  the  dinner  is  welcome  to 
come  and  listen  to  Mr.  Troper  at  8:30 
p-m.,  after  the  dinner  has  been  served- 

Heading  the  arrangements  this  year  are: 
Honorary  Chairmen,  A-  J.  Freiman  and  I- 
Freedman;  Honorary  Vice-Chairmen,  Rabbi 
O-  Z.  Fasman  and  M-  Loeb;  Chairman, 
Simon  J.  Ritt;  ViceChairman,  B-  Coldfield, 
K.C. ; Treasurer,  A.  Shaffer;  Secretary,  L- 
Harry  Goldman;  Captain  of  Teams,  Michael 
Greenberg. 

MR.  A.  BRONFMAN  TO  ASSIST 

Additional  impetus  will  be  given  to  the 
cause  this  year  by  the  generous  offer  of 
Mr-  Abe  Bronfman  of  Montreal  to  address 
a workers’  rally,  which  has  been  called  for 
Thursday,  January  29,  6-30  p.m-,  in  the 
vestry  rooms  of  the  Cong.  Adath  Jeshurun. 
King  Eaward  Ave.  In  addition  Mr-  Bronf- 
man has  voluriteered  to  remain  in  the  city 
until  after  the  dinner,  in  order  to  help  in 
all  matters  of  organization. 

The  slogan  of  the  J.D-C.  in  Ottawa  this 
year  is — THERE  IS  NO  DEBATING  ABOUT 
SAVING  LIVES! 
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Growth  of  Free  Loan 

Only  eight  years  old,  the  Ottawa  Hebrew 
Free  Loan  Association  now  boasts  of  the 
impressive  number  of  325  members,  and 
a capital  of  $10,600-00.  A detailed  report 
of  activities  will  be  rendered  at  the  annual 
meeting  Thursday  evening,  February  12,  in 
the  vestry  rooms  of  the  Congregation 
Agudath  Achim,  Rideau  St-,  8:30  p.m.  The 
officers  reporting  are:  President,  Leon 

Petegorsky;  Vice-President,  Alex  Betcher- 
Jman;  Treasurer,  Myer  Drazin;  Hon-  Sec-, 
Samuel  Lepofsky. 

The  annual  Sabbath  of  the  organization 
will  be  celebrated  this  year  at  the  Congre* 
gation  Adath  Jeshurun,  King  Edward 
Avenue,  where  the  sermon  of  the  Oneg 
Shabbat  of  Friday  night,  February  13,  will 
be  devoted  to  a discussion  of  Cemiluth 
Chasadim;  and  on  Saturday  morning,  Feb- 
14,  (Mishpatim)  when  Kiddush  will  be 
served  in  the  vestry  rooms  after  the  services. 

The  climax  of  the  Free  Loan  activities  for 
that  week-end  will  be  marked  by  the 
annual  tea,  to  be  held  in  the  Talmud  Torah 
Hall,  Sunday,  February  1 5,  at  8 p-m.  (All  or- 
ganizations are  kindly  requested  to  pre' 
serve  the  tradition  that  no  other  affairs  are 
arranged  for  the  Sunday  when  the  Free 
Loan  holds  its  annual  tea-) 

♦ 

The  Father  and  Son  program  planned  by 
the  Hanoar  Study  and  Breakfast  Club  will 
be  held  at  the  Congregation  Agudath 
Achim,  Rideau  St.,  on  Sunday  morning, 
February  22-  Under  the  dynamic  leader- 
ship of  Hy  Bessin,  the  Club  has  been  happy 
to  welcome  almost  fifty  boys  every  Sunday 
morning  to  its  minyan- 


Shabbos  Candles 

January  30,  1942  5:48  p.m- 

February  6,  1942  5:58  p-m. 

February  13,  1942  _.  6:09  p.m. 

February  20,  1942  6:19  p-m. 

February  27,  1942  6:29  p-m. 

♦ 

Rabbi  at  Conference 

During  the  week  that  Rabbi  Fasman  will 
be  absent  from  the  city  in  order  to  attend 
the  dedication  ceremony  of  the  new  syna- 
gogue and  centre  in  Tulsa,  he  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  a national 
rabbinical  conference  that  is  being  sum- 
moned by  the  leaders  of  the  orthodox,  con- 
servative and  reform  rabbinate  in  America 
to  arrange  for  a united  Jewish  front  in  all 
matters  of  Judaism  and  Jewry  in  whicn 
they  have  a common  interest-  This  con- 
ference, known  as  "Fellowship  Day",  was 
held  for  the  first  time  last  year  at  the  Jew- 
ish Theological  Seminary  of  America  in 
New  York,  and  will  be  held  this  year  at 
the  Hebrew  Theological  College  of  Chicago 
It  is  expected  that  the  subject  of  maximum 
assistance  by  members  of  all  Jewish  con- 
gregations to  the  democratic  war  effoit 
will  take  a very  important  place  in  the 
discussions  at  the  conference.  (The  Rabbi 
hopes  tc  be  back  in  Ottawa  Friday1  morn" 
ing,  February  6th.) 

♦ 

Oneg  Shabbat 
Sermons 

The  Oneg  Shabbat  assemblies  continue 
every  Friday  night  at  8:30  p.m-  in  the  Con- 
gregation Adath  Jeshurun,  King  Edward 
Avenue,  with  Rabbi  Oscar  Z.  Fasman  in  the 
pulpit  and  Rev.  J.  Rabin,  assisted  by,  his 
choir,  leading  the  Zemiroth.  The  sermons 
for  the  next  month  are  as  follows:  Jan.  30, 
"The  Song  of  Redemption”  (Rabbi  B- 
Kravetz)  ; Feb-  6,  "Practical  Wisdom”; 
Feb-  13,  "Taxing  Everybody”  (Hebrew  Free 
Loan  Sabbath)  ; Feb.  20,  "Bnai  Brith  In 
Action”  (Bnai  Brith  Night)  ; Feb-  27,  "Re- 
member Not  To  Remember.” 

These  services  are  sponsored  by  the  Vaad 
Ha’lr  for  the  spiritual  gratification  of  all 
the  Jewish  people  in  our  community. 

♦ 

The  Bnai  Brith  Women’s  Auxiliary  Lodge 
No.  62  announces  that  its  meetings  are 
held  every  second  and  fourth  Wednesday 
evening  of  the  month- 


J.  Freedman,  Hon.  Chairman  J-D.C- 


Hapoel  Hamizrachi 
Elections 

At  the  annual  election  meeting  of  Hapoel 
Hamizrachi  of  Ottawa,  held  January  1 I th, 
the  following  were  elected  officers:  Presi" 
dent,  B Steinberg;  Vice-President,  H.  Bes- 
sin; Secretary,  J.  Constam;  Treasurer,  M. 
Zbar;  Cultural  Chairman,  R.  Constam. 

+ 

Bar  Mitzvah  Pledge 

The  Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  has  instituted 
a new  idea  to  encourage  every  boy  who 
becomes  Bar  Mitzvah  to  continue  with  his 
studies  afterwards.  The  boy  signs  a pledge 
in  which  he  states  his  readiness  to  make  a 
sincere  effort  to  continue  attending  Talmud 
Torah  for  a specified  period  of  time,  and 
his  father  also  signs  as  witness  to  his  son’s 
promise- 

+ 

Chamishah  Asar 
Bishvat 

The  New  Year  for  Trees,  known  in  the 
Jewish  calendar  as  Chamishah  Asar  Bishvat, 
occurs  this  year  Sunday  night,  February  1st, 
and  Monday,  Feb.  2-  There  is  an  old  tradi- 
tion to  eat  the  kinds  of  fruits  that  grow  in 
Eretz  Israel  on  this  day,  and  there  is  a 
modern  tradition  to  contribute  for  the 
tree  planting  projects  of  the  Jewish  Na- 
tional Fund-  The  Ottawa  Talmud  Tor;)h 
and  the  Ottawa  Hebrew  Sunday  School  \yill 
give  their  pupils  appropriate  little  gifts  (for 
the  occasion-  j 

\ 
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